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“How we spend our days is of course
how we spend our lives. What we do with
this hour and that one is what we are doing.”
-Annie Dillard, The Writing Life

How to Build a Life
It would be silly to plant apple trees and expect a harvest of
oranges. It would be odd to use plastic to construct a wood
table. It would be strange to spend our hours and days practicing
basketball in the hopes of becoming a great golfer. In the same
way, it would be peculiar to nurse feelings of jealousy and
resentment, to exercise habits of consumption and acquisition,
and to then assume we are becoming persons who are generous,
sacrificial, and joyful.
David Brooks, bestselling author and New York Times columnist,
warns us of life lived in pursuit of resume virtues rather than
eulogy virtues. Resume virtues are the skills and strategies
you bring to the marketplace while eulogy virtues are the ones
talked about at your funeral--whether you were generous, kind,
honest, faithful, and the like. While we all know eulogy virtues
are more important, our culture is built to form and shape us
around resume virtues. As Brooks describes it, we are “clearer
on how to build an external career than on how to build inner
character.”
Given these societal dynamics, only deliberate living, not
wishful thinking, will help us become the people we want to
be. Building a life around what matters most is a persistent
and tenacious construction project. It requires active and
constant deconstruction, construction, and renovation. And, as
Christians, we see this (re)construction project happening firstly
and primarily through the grace and power of God. In fact, we
believe that Jesus demolished our faulty structures and flimsy
scaffolding and poured a new foundation.
Each year at WCPC we give four weeks to a teaching series on
stewardship. Because we believe that God owns everything, we
see ourselves as stewards (more on that term in a bit) rather
than owners, stewarding God’s resources for God’s purposes

rather than leading lives of ownership and entitlement. This
year, we will be exploring Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, found in
Matthew’s Gospel (Chapters 5-7). We will ask the question, “How
do we build a life?” We will answer that question by exploring
four construction projects:
How to build an Eternal Life (Week 1).
How to build a Secure Life (Week 2).
How to build a Non-Anxious Life (Week 3).
How to build a Generous Life (Week 4).
This booklet is designed to be a journal for you personally as
well as a conversation guide for our community groups or for
your family. Each week you will find questions with which to
interact individually and another set of questions to prompt
group discussion. Before we unpack the four teachings we will
begin with some background questions.
What is the “Sermon on the Mount” all about?
What is “Stewardship”?
Why do we have a Stewardship Pledge Campaign?
As we embark on this journey together I will be praying over you,
and hope that you will rest in knowing generosity is something
God wants for you, not from you.
With Prayer and Devotion,

Pastor Bart
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What is the Sermon
on the Mount all about
This sermon, found in Matthew chapters 5-7, has been referred
to as Jesus’ “State of the Universe” address. Jesus is reconstituting
a people who will seek to live as humanity was designed to live.
It is the summons to follow Jesus toward a well-constructed
life of integrity—a life of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
But it is not a life that we are equipped and qualified for by our
own efforts and desires. Matthew teaches us in the first four
chapters of his Gospel about Christology (“Who Jesus Is”). This
prepares us to dive into the Christian ethics (how to live as Jesus
lives) of the sermon (chapters 5-7). The ordering is important.
Without the Son of God, the Sermon on the Mount is not only
impossible; it is crushing. We must rely on Jesus’ power at work
in us or we will fall flat on our face when we seek to apply this
sermon.
This is what preacher and scholar, Tim Keller, is after when he
says: “Oh God, save us from the Sermon on the Mount. And
save us to the Sermon on the Mount.” This sermon exposes
us and strips us--we cannot live up to its high ideals. What is
so disconcerting about this sermon is Jesus does not stop at
requiring good behavior, but summons proper attitude and
motivation. We want to scream: “If you have to give me rules,
then give me rules, but don’t tell me how I ought to be feeling!
If you are telling me to perform a good deed, fine, but don’t tell
me it needs to spring forth from love!” And yet, Jesus calls us to
this life of integrity—where our words match our actions and
our attitudes.
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If you stick with it, by Jesus’ power and grace, you will see what
sort of beautiful life the sermon calls us into. Again, the life
described is firstly the life of the preacher preaching the sermon.
Jesus said that he came to “fulfill the law and the prophets.”
That word fulfill means to “fill up.” Jesus is saying, “The Ten
Commandments were dehydrated, and I am putting water on
them and expanding them considerably! I am the Sermon on
the Mount. In this light, this sermon will never be true of you,
until you recognize it is me. It will never describe you until you
first see it is me. And as you do, you’ll be delivered into the life
you’ve always wanted to lead.”
Finally, the Sermon on the Mount contains the Lord’s Prayer in
which we hear the words, “God’s will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” The life of heaven – the life of the realm where God is
already king – is to become the life of the world, transforming
the present ‘earth’ into the place of beauty and delight God
always intended. And those who follow Jesus are to begin to live
by this rule here and now. That is the point of the Sermon on
the Mount. As Dale Bruner puts it in his commentary: “It is the
summons to live in the present in the way that will make sense
in God’s promised future; because that future has arrived in the
present in Jesus of Nazareth. It may seem upside down, but we
are called to believe, with great daring, that it is, in fact, the right
way up.”
We might say that a life lived this way is a life stewarded under
God, which leads us to our second background question.
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What is Stewardship
At first glance, “stewardship” is a bit of a strange word isn’t it?
It sounds arcane, or if you did grow up in church, it sounds
BIBLICAL (all caps intentional). You are probably imagining an
old, stodgy, bespectacled man teaching Sunday School, looking
down his nose and muttering underneath a frown: “Today we
will talk about stewardship.” Yet, this word has picked up a little
steam over the past few years. For instance, as companies have
begun to pay more attention to a triple-bottom-line, there are
stated aspirations around being good stewards of profit, people,
and the planet. REI (Recreational Equipment, Inc.), for instance,
puts out an annual “Environmental Stewardship Report.”
And so, many in our society might be acting “Christianly” without
realizing it! Because, yes indeed, stewardship is a term found in
Scripture and is a concept grounded in Judeo-Christian belief.
In Psalm 115:16 the Psalmist exclaims: “The heavens are the
Lord’s, but the earth he has given to the human race.” Wow! And
the poetry penned in the Psalms connects back to the first story
of Scripture, the story of the Garden of Eden. There, Adam and
Eve were charged by God to “exercise dominion” (stewardship)
over all that God had created (Genesis 1:28) and were placed
in the garden to cultivate it (Genesis 2:14). Is it even possible to
overstate the immensity of this responsibility and opportunity?
That we are accountable to God to preserve the welfare and to
maximize the potential of all the earth!
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At the risk of running right past this, let me stop to say it plainly:
Stewardship is Ownership’s opposite! Ownership says what we
have, we earned. Stewardship says what we have is a gift from
God. Ownership says what we have we must cling to. Stewardship
says what we have is available to others. Ownership says we are
reservoirs. Stewardship says we are rivers. Ownership says to
spend or save in pursuit of status or security. Stewardship says,
first, you share. Ownership says I own my life. Stewardship says
my life is on loan from God: “I am not my own, but was bought
with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19,20).
The more we see ourselves as stewards and the less we see
ourselves as owners, the less entangled we feel and the freer
we will be. The pressure dissipates when we know all we have
is a gift from God. Anxiety melts away when we trust in God’s
extravagant giving rather than in our earning potential. Joy
abounds when we experience how generosity grows our heart
three sizes too big rather than shrinks it three sizes too small!
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Why do we have a
Stewardship Pledge Campaign
Perhaps you have experienced a Capital Campaign in church—
the church was raising funds to build a community center, to
improve the Sanctuary, or to expand the Fellowship Hall. You
gave a gift in response to a particular vision or unique need. You
may have also experienced capital campaigns in schools and
other nonprofit organizations.
A Stewardship Pledge Campaign is not a Capital Campaign.
A pledge campaign happens every year and informs our
church’s “every day” giving towards the general fund budget.
Each November, we ask every person that calls WCPC their
home church to submit a giving pledge for the following calendar
year (January through December). This pledge is a “pledge of
intent”—what you intend to give for the next year. Sometimes
unforeseen events or circumstances might cause you to need to
give less, while at other times, they may allow you to give more.
Only God knows the future!
Taking time to complete a pledge card is a faith commitment. It
allows you as an individual, or as a couple, or even as a family, to
invest some intentional time, effort, and prayer in determining
how much you will be able to give. This exercise may put you
on the journey of giving for the first time, or on the path toward
giving more consistently, generously, sacrificially, and joyfully.
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The pledge campaign not only helps you to plan well, but also
allows our church to be both prudent and faithful in the building
of a budget. An annual pledge campaign helps ensure we aren’t
merely surviving year to year, but thriving—not clinching our fists
while holding on for dear life, hoping that we “make budget,” but
rather, open-handedly building our budget wisely. Our general
fund budget is built to support our local congregation – as we
care for the sick and hurting, support children and families,
develop and encourage our students with the gospel, provide
excellent and reverent Sunday worship, train our people in
Christian formation, and equip for ministry as we love and
serve our city and world. Generous support for local and global
mission partners is also included in the General Fund.
In the pages to follow and in the weeks to come, you will hear
more about how to pledge, how to discern how much to pledge,
who will see your pledge, and how much of your giving should
go to your local church, and how much to other ministries.
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Week 1

Eternity
How to build an eternal life
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“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of
the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be
full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is
darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 “No one can serve
two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and money.
-Matthew 6:19-24
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Direction determines destination.
What you look at you see.
Your goal shapes your outcome.
Your heart follows your treasure.
This passage outlines two treasures, two eyes, and two gods.
Life is complicated and we are often a jumbled mess of
motivations pointing us in any one of several directions. But this
passage does bring pristine clarity to the larger contours of our
lives. Ultimately, we point our life in one direction or another.
We are either aiming Godward or earthward. We are gazing
at goodness, beauty, and truth, or our eyes are fixed on gain,
consumption, and acquisition. We worship God or we worship
money and the status, security, and stuff it brings us.
Jesus says we cannot head in two directions; that the direction we
are facing will determine our destination. And he is summoning
the prophet Ezekiel who said, “They will throw their silver into
the streets, and their gold will be treated as a thing unclean.
Their silver and gold will not be able to deliver them in the day
of the LORD’s wrath. It will not satisfy their hunger or fill their
stomachs, for it has caused them to stumble into sin” (Ezekiel
7:19). The day of the LORD’s wrath is a day of reckoning, a day
of judgment when the only righteous Judge will bring ultimate
justice in setting the world to rights.
It is difficult for us to live in light of a Judgment Day, but it is
for good reason that Isaiah and the Psalmist write about the
trees of the field clapping their hands when God finally brings
justice. For many in the world suffer at the hands of sordid gain
and selfish people. Yet Jesus compels us to live unselfishly and
with integrity. It is appropriate to ask several questions: What
direction is my life pointing? Where am I heading? What are my
goals? Who are my gods? What do I worship?
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Two Treasures
We seek “treasure” because it gives us security. But because
of decay (moth, rust, thieves, etc.), treasures often lead us to
security’s opposite, anxiety. Because our riches bring us into a
constant war with decay, they do not bring us rest. It is a great
service of Jesus, therefore, to liberate us from anxiety around
gain.
Where is your treasure? Your portfolio of investments? Your
house? Or is it God’s kingdom treasure? If your heart is right,
then you would not ask the question: “How much must I give
away as a Christian?” No, instead, giving becomes your joy. You
must watch out: “Wow, I’m giving away too much money this
year. I need to be careful.”
Notice also what Jesus says in verse 20: “Instead, you should be
collecting treasures for yourselves in heaven.” Jesus does not
remove desire; he redirects it. Rather than uproot all human
ambition and passion as other religious leaders had taught,
Jesus counsels us to make it our ambition to be a success before
the Father, to impress Him, to accumulate the rewards and
treasures of His notice and esteem. Every person has a ruling
ambition, treasure, or investment somewhere. This fact is not
disputed or even combated by Jesus. What is decisive in Jesus’
teaching is the direction of those desires: whom or what are we
trying to impress? Jesus does not quash ambition; he elevates
it. The Christian is to be ambitious, passionate, enterprising–
for the Father’s approval, for the “well done” of God’s Final
Judgment.

16

Two Eyes
The original meaning of this short parable is elusive. It was
thought in that day that good eyes let light into the body and
bad eyes deflect light. In context, we might replace the word
“eye” with the word “goal” and the word “body” with the word
“life” and get: “The lamp of one’s life is one’s goal; if your goal
is sound, your whole life will be luminous. But if your goal is
wrong, your whole life will be darkness” (John Calvin). Consider
a couple of questions here: What “lights up” your life? Where do
you fix your gaze?

Two Gods
When Jesus says you cannot serve God and money, he gives
“money” a curious name in the story: Mammon. Mammon means
possessions or property. Today we might legitimately translate
Mammon as things, money, gain, or success. The god’s name,
Mammon, is left in the Greek text and in most translations to
remind readers that Mammon is a spiritual force working with
tremendous attracting power to draw us into its orbit and out
from under the service of Christ.
Jesus could not put it any simpler: You cannot worship money
and what it brings into your life AND God. We cannot serve both
God and “Making it.” Money, wealth, or possessions are not evil
in and of themselves. But their subservience to God is essential!
As Martin Luther put it, “Money is a good servant, but a terrible
master.”
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Journal

Reflection

This week, reflect on some of the questions asked on pages 15-17:
What direction is my life pointing? Where am I heading? What
are my goals? Who are my gods? What (or Who) do I worship?

What “lights up” my life? Is this a worthy outcome or object of
my desire and passion? If not, how might I give less fervor to this
person, place, or thing?
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Do I believe that Jesus can give me all of the status and security
I need? In what areas do I worry this might not be true?
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Group

Discussion
Introduction:

Read this week’s passage two times through.
Pray: Ask God to illumine your heart and prepare your mind for
discussion.

Questions for Exploration:
What stands out to you / disrupts you / grabs your attention in
the Scripture? (Everyone who would like to, please share taking
less than 1 minute per person as this section is intended to be
brief.)

How is God’s Word connecting to your life / your work / your
neighbors in this moment? (Read this question and then read
the Scripture passage again for a third time. Take a moment to
ponder the passage. Then, take 1 minute each to share.)
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Questions for this week’s discussion:
Would you be willing to share one reflection from your Journal
Reflection?

The Big Ideas: “Your direction determines your destination.
What you look at you see. Your goal shapes your outcome. Your
heart follows your treasure.” What might these mean for your
group/family?

Questions for Discernment:
What themes are arising for the group? How might the Holy
Spirit be raising something to your collective awareness?

Devote the rest of your time to this last question and prayer.
In light of this week’s passage and theme, what action or spiritual
practice is God calling you to that you can commit to individually
or collectively this week?

Pray through the passage as you close.
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Week 2

Security
How to build a secure life
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“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose,
and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
26
But everyone who hears these words of mine and does
not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with
a great crash.” 28 When Jesus had finished saying these
things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching,
29
because he taught as one who had authority,
and not as their teachers of the law.
-Matthew 7:24-29
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Foundational security that
lasts forever.
This passage is a small, capstone parable to the Sermon on the
Mount. We are placing it in the second week of our Stewardship
Series for a particular purpose, but Jesus tells this story as the
conclusion of his sermon. Before we approach the story, let us
heed Jesus’ purpose in the telling of it: Those listening to Jesus’
teaching are called to do two things. Hear the words of Jesus
and put them into practice.
The parable is a simple story: Build your house on a firm
foundation; put it on rock. Don’t build your house on an insecure
foundation; don’t put it on sand. Those who hear Jesus’ words
and put them into practice build on rock. Those that hear Jesus’
words and don’t put them into practice build on sand.
Why should we heed the words of Jesus and put them into
practice?
There is a sermon underneath the sermon and a parable underneath
the parable. First, the sermon beneath the sermon: To follow the
ordering of Matthew’s Gospel is to recognize he is retelling the Exodus
story of the people of God. There was a subversive birth, first Moses,
now Jesus (Matthew 1), and a thwarted evil ruler, first Pharaoh, now
Herod (Matthew 2). Then there was deliverance through the Red Sea
as depicted by Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3) followed by temptations
while wandering in the wilderness, first 40 years with the Israelites,
then 40 days by Jesus (Matthew 4). Now, in Matthew 5-7, Jesus is
delivering this Sermon on the Mount, just as Moses had delivered
his sermon on the Ten Commandments from Mt. Sinai. But, with
Moses, we received the Law of God. And now, with Jesus, we receive
the Grace of Christ. This is the sermon underneath the sermon:
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We are saved by grace so we can then, with delight, observe and
obey the law.
Second, there is a parable underneath the parable: As the firstcentury crowds listened to Jesus’ parable, not far away from that
hillside, Herod’s men were continuing to rebuild the Temple,
spoken of as God’s house and declared to be built upon the rock,
impervious to wind and weather. The temple was the centerpiece
of Jewish civic, social, and religious life; about it, stories were told
around campfires, songs were sung at festivals, and poems were
penned by prophets. The sacrificial system the Temple housed
existed to make people right with God. Yet, in Jesus’ great sermon,
he is proclaiming that the Temple will come crashing down.
Instead, Jesus would bring cleansing and forgiveness through his
sacrifice. This is the parable underneath the parable: it isn’t just
about where to put your house, but where to place your security!
Everyone is building a house—a life, career, family, set of
friends. Everyone is building that house on some foundation.
The question is, when storms hit or earthquakes shake or
pandemics encroach, have you built your life on a foundation
that will endure or on foundations that will erode?
Disaster and ensuing devastation will inevitably reveal whatever
foundations you endeavored to conceal. Self-deceptions will be
exposed. Presuppositions will be challenged. Paradigms will get
busted. Securities will be called into question.
Those who seem to make it through best are anchored to
a foundational belief that Jesus’ words are words of life,
and putting those words into practice will secure us toward
ultimate or eternal flourishing. When inevitable troubles hit us,
and they will, Jesus says a life built on hearing his words and
putting them into practice will not come crashing down but will
remain standing—it will endure to the very end. Jesus grants us
foundational security that lasts forever.
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Journal

Reflection

Describe what it means to you to hear the words of Jesus? How
do we do this today?

How might you put those words into practice? It is worth noting
that the Sermon on the Mount talks about fasting, praying,
and giving. These are the three practices that best build a life
of integrity. What does your “fasting life” look like? What about
your praying life? Your giving life?

How/when have you experienced your false securities failing
you?

How have you experienced the security of Jesus amid life’s
storms?
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Group

Discussion
Introduction:

Read this week’s passage two times through.
Pray: Ask God to illumine your heart and prepare your mind for
discussion.

Questions for Exploration:
What stands out to you / disrupts you / grabs your attention in
the Scripture? (Everyone who would like to, please share taking
less than 1 minute per person as this section is intended to be
brief.)

How is God’s Word connecting to your life / your work / your
neighbors in this moment? (Read this question and then read
the Scripture passage again for a third time. Take a moment to
ponder the passage. Then, take 1 minute each to share.)
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Questions for this week’s discussion:
Would you be willing to share one reflection from your Journal
Reflection?

The Big Idea: “Foundational security that lasts forever.” Spend
time comparing and contrasting Jesus as true foundation and
lasting security with flimsy foundations and false securities.

What do your group members find most challenging about
resting all of life on Christ’s foundation?

Questions for Discernment:
What themes are arising for the group? How might the Holy
Spirit be raising something to your collective awareness?

Devote the rest of your time to this last question and prayer.
In light of this week’s passage and theme, what action or spiritual
practice is God calling you to that you can commit to individually
or collectively this week?

Pray through the passage as you close.
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Week 3

AnxiEty

How to build a non-anxious life
25

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?
26
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they?
27
Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your
life? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.
29
Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor
was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes
the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you
of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
32
For the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day
has enough trouble of its own.
-Matthew 6:25-34
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Be anxious for others.
Do not be anxious about yourself.
“The Age of Anxiety” is a six-part poem written by W.H. Auden
in 1947, describing the anxious quest to find substance and
identity in a shifting and increasingly industrialized world. Many
books and articles have followed suit over the past several
decades. Our day is also rightly called an age of anxiety. We
do not want to merely cope with our anxiety. We want to be
delivered from it. In a passage like this one, on the surface of
things, the lesson from Jesus is quaint and sweet. Even more
than that: The Creator serves his creatures not only as farmer
and baker, but as tailor and beautician. The Father is not to be
left out of a single concern--least of all from physical concerns.
And the Father is not only the Creator of basic things; he is also
the Creator of beautiful things. This protection and provision,
even a plethora of blessings, serve as a reminder to order life
around the most important things and to trust in God alone.
However, this passage is often ridiculed as trite and even cruel in
the face of poverty. Could one even preach this message, “Don’t
worry,” to those anxious about having enough to eat or wear?
Worse, the well-off might hear this teaching and assume their
station is the direct result of their seeking after the Kingdom of
God. While this could be true, it is rarely not a given.
What then is this passage about? The construction of the
sentences and declension of the words suggest that “Do not
worry” is a command. The question is: Is this command intended
to be comforting or challenging? The answer to this question is
“yes.”
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It is comforting because we trust God’s got our back. Have you
noticed our anxiety is only increased as we seek the means of
relieving it? The more things we have the more we fear their
loss, and so, the more things we want so as to secure ourselves
against this possible loss. God delivers us from this perpetual
downward spiral of anxiety. God says, “Don’t worry about
tomorrow.” In other words, God says, “I’ve got this.” And you
say, “You’ve got what?” And God says, “I’ve got everything. I hold
the whole world in my hands and I’ve got you too!”
And yet, this command is also challenging because it commends,
first and foremost, seeking after God’s kingdom and all it entails.
And in God’s kingdom, there is great concern for the poor;
for whether or not others have enough to eat or wear. Jesus
spent large portions of his ministry healing the sick, feeding the
hungry, and providing drink for the thirsty. We are, therefore,
called to be “anxious” about those who do not have what they
need and we are beckoned to meet those needs as the very
hands and feet of Jesus.
This command, as comfort and challenge, mostly involves taking
our eyes off ourselves, off our lives, off our selfish anxiety, so we
can look around God’s world, be enraptured by its beauty (the
birds of the air; the flowers of the field), and then search for
places where we can throw ourselves into the cause of caring
for the poor and disadvantaged.
Finally, it should not go without saying that we will always
battle against selfish anxiety. Remember our overall theme
of construction, of building a life that is built to last? To
build a non-anxious life is to routinely engage in demolition
and deconstruction to create space for renovation and
reconstruction. An example of ongoing deconstruction and
reconstruction hits close to home for me personally. With the
rising costs of education, I stay anxious about providing what my
children need for college. It is a daily struggle to give over that
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anxiety to God. I must admit before God that it sometimes takes
me away from loving, serving, and providing for those around
me who have more immediate needs concerning what they will
eat or wear. I become so anxious about my children, who are
warm and well-fed, I fail to care for those in my proximity who
are not! May God have mercy on me!
And the struggle to care for our own children is not new! It
has been experienced for generations. It is not merely a “21stcentury thing.” In the fourth century, Augustine warned against
one of the most common excuses for laying up treasures and
investments on earth: to say that we are laying them up for our
children. He writes, “It is a great duty of natural affection (it will be
said) for a father to lay up for his sons; rather it is a great vanity,
one who must soon die is laying up for those who must soon
die also.” Harsh, at first read, yes, but a necessary corrective.
Martin Luther, in the 16th century, echoes Augustine: “See to
it that greed does not take you in with a sweet suggestion and
lovely deception like this: that you intend to advance yourself or
your children into a higher... social position. The more you get
the more you will want; you will always be aiming for something
higher and better. No one is satisfied with his position in life.”
Be anxious for others. Meet their needs as the hands and feet
of Jesus. But do not be anxious about yourself. God’s got your
back!
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Journal

Reflection

What makes you anxious? Write down a list of five things. Beside
each one write why you are anxious about that particular thing.

“So don’t ever be anxious about tomorrow; you see, tomorrow
will worry for itself.” My wife said this to our fourteen-year-old
daughter who exclaimed: “Wow, that’s really good. Did you come
up with that on your own?” This passage is full of some “wow!”
What jumps out at you? Perhaps there is something that has
become familiar and now needs to become electric? What is it?
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Matthew 6:33b: “And all these things will be given to you as
well.” For followers of Jesus, goods and essentials are not goals.
They are the by-products of a life directed toward the kingdom
purposes of God. Is this true for you? How so? If not, how might
it become so?

Write a prayer that gives over your top five anxieties to God.
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Group

Discussion
Introduction:

Read this week’s passage two times through.
Pray: Ask God to illumine your heart and prepare your mind for
discussion.

Questions for Exploration:
What stands out to you / disrupts you / grabs your attention in
the Scripture? (Everyone who would like to, please share taking
less than 1 minute per person as this section is intended to be
brief.)

How is God’s Word connecting to your life / your work / your
neighbors in this moment? (Read this question and then read
the Scripture passage again for a third time. Take a moment to
ponder the passage. Then, take 1 minute each to share.)
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Questions for this week’s discussion:
Would you be willing to share one reflection from your Journal
Reflection?

Would your group be willing to pray through the “anxiety
prayers” written in the Journal Reflection?

The Big Idea: “Be anxious for others. Do not be anxious about
yourself.” Discuss.

Dale Bruner says: “While disciples are seeking God’s kingdom in
the front room of their lives, possessions will be brought around
to the back door and deposited in the kitchen. The Father has
a delivery service that brings those things for which the world
spends its whole time shopping.” Discuss.

Questions for Discernment:
What themes are arising for the group? How might the Holy
Spirit be raising something to your collective awareness?

Devote the rest of your time to this last question and prayer.
In light of this week’s passage and theme, what action or spiritual
practice is God calling you to that you can commit to individually
or collectively this week?

Pray through the passage as you close.
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Pledge Campaign
Pre Work Assignment
Return to the Background Questions (What is Stewardship?
Why do we have a Pledge Campaign?) at the beginning of this
booklet and re-read them.
As you settle into this pre-work, it might be helpful to approach
it much like you approach other financial considerations in
your life. For example, if you are attempting to get out of debt,
save for retirement, or buy a car or home, then you will likely
sit down with a spouse, a financial advisor, your bank, a friend
who is good with money, or with parents and grandparents.
They might help you set some goals and will offer necessary
perspective. How odd most of us never even bother doing this
with our giving. But what if you were to sit down with someone
to have a conversation about setting goals that will help you
become a generous giver? Don’t be afraid to try it!
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Days

1 3
Day

4
Day

5
Day

6

Day

7

Spend 10 minutes in prayer each day over your pledge
commitment (card provided).
Have a conversation with your spouse (if applicable)
about next year’s pledge of intent. If you are not married, consider having this conversation with a trusted
friend in your community group. Pray together.
On a scratch piece of paper, write down the amount
that you intend to give weekly, monthly, or annually for
2022. Determine if this makes you a first-time, consistent, generous, sacrificial, or joyful giver.
Revisit the amount and ask God: Does this seem like
the appropriate amount? Should I consider giving a bit
more? Or a bit less? Write down the final amount on
the card.
Bring your card to church with you on Sunday, November 14 or 21, and place it in the blue offering box. Alternatively, go online to wcpc.church/give to pledge or mail
your pledge to the church office. Only the Stewardship
Team, elders elected by the congregation, will know the
nature of your pledge. These matters are treated carefully and with confidentiality.
In worship, we will then offer a special prayer over all
of the pledges.

37

Week 4

Giving

How To Build A Generous Life
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front
of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when you give
to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.
-Matthew 6:1-4
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Give to receive [the Father’s]
Reward.
In the first section of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5), Jesus
is focusing on the “What” of the Christian Life. This middle section
(Matthew 6) is a turn toward the “How” of the Christian life. This
middle section centers on three devotions: Charity (or Giving),
Prayer, and Fasting. These were the three pillars of Jewish ethical
practice, and Jesus urges his followers to embody them as well.
In this study, we give our attention to charity, which can be
defined here as “giving alms” or “doing charity.” Broadly this
means “any good deeds intended to serve others”—translated
in many different ways: doing charity, social (or, what I call,
biblical) justice, giving money, helping the poor, etc.
Jewish people were radical givers in Jesus’ day. This was a given.
However, the broader Greco-Roman culture placed more emphasis
on state support than it did on the private generosity of individuals.
In fact, most giving in that society was premised on reciprocity-the idea that giving goods or rendering services imposed a moral
obligation on the recipient to respond in kind. Jewish people were
different as they were known for serving the poor, meeting the
needs of those who could not give back in turn. Jesus brought a
compulsion to this practice—the compulsion was his own love.
Because Jesus would sacrifice his life in self-donation—a gift that
could not be reciprocated—the motivational drive shaft for the
Christian became receiving then extending that sacrificial love.
And so, it was important to Jesus that his people would give, not
to curry favor from others or to achieve the self-congratulatory
“feels,” but to give for the right reasons and out of the proper
motives.
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It is striking that Jesus acknowledges that those who give for the
wrong reasons and out of improper motives do, in fact, receive
a reward. And it is even more striking that Jesus attaches good
and right giving to receiving reward as well! The reward for
those who give for accolade or self-interest is “paid in full” (the
Greek word, apechousin, is a commercial term used in business
transactions). This means, ominously, there is no reward left
over from the Father. They have all the reward they are ever
going to get now; people’s admiration.
But, when Jesus’ followers give “in secret,” they too will be
rewarded, but this time, by God the Father! Who are these
peculiar people? Jesus describes them in verses two and three:
“But when YOU [emphasized] do charity, don’t even let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing.” The emphasized
“you” (singular) indicates that Jesus intends to form special
people - “non-demonstrative” people. Keeping the left hand from
knowing what the right hand is doing means first of all seeking
to be [un]self-conscious and [un]self-impressed. Caring less
about accolade and more about faithfulness will be rewarded
by God the Father! Amen!
Yet before we conclude, I would like to challenge two assumptions I fear are misinterpretations of this particular passage:
That our reward is merely being with God.
That we can never tell anyone why, what, or how we are giving.
First, receiving a reward for giving in secret does not merely
mean that God will be with you. Is that enough? Sure, of course,
it is. But, human beings, created in the image of God, are made
to be noticed. Jesus, unlike other spiritual teachers of his day,
does not give techniques for eliminating the passion to be
noticed. Instead, he redirects it. God does not call people to
almost superhuman sacrifices then fail to respond to them. No!
God is responsive.
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As Dale Bruner puts it: “It is as if God the Father is blinded by
dazzling, spectacular deeds and cannot see them; but when the
deed is muted by privacy, God sees it. Just as a human father can
see the fumbling magic trick his child tries to perform for him,
so our Father can see our fumbling attempts to do the ‘tricks’
of modesty and anonymity.” And, he responds to those deeds
and even rewards them! We do experience God’s presence.
That’s wonderful! But we also begin to experience what it is
like to become a redeemed and restored self—to, in some way,
become fully human again. And, the joy that catches up to us,
surprises us, and has no bounds, at times will overwhelm us
in ways a new car or a new purse never could. Further, there
are actual rewards in heaven. Our theological tradition is to be
commended for pointing out that we will sit on thrones and rule
with God. This is not to suggest that some will feel slighted in
heaven while others sit atop mounds of precious jewels. Rather,
as Jonathan Edwards once preached (and I paraphrase here):
“In heaven, everyone’s cup will be filled to the full measure, but
some people’s cups will be larger than others.”
Second, doing all of your giving in secret does not necessarily
mean no one should ever know why, what, or how you give. In
the very same sermon, Jesus teaches: “Let your light so shine
before others so that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Mature followers of Christ
can eventually say as Paul said: “Imitate me as I imitate Christ”
(1 Corinthians 11:1). Christian discipleship involves helping
others become more thoughtful, generous, sacrificial, and joyful
in their giving practices and this typically involves letting some
people into the why, what, and how of your giving. Again, secrecy
is all about not thinking too highly of yourself and not expecting
the applause of others. As you grow closer to Jesus these two
things will matter less, and how you disciple others will matter
more. Give to receive the Father’s reward!
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Journal

Reflection

How would you describe your giving (charity, justice work,
service, etc.)? What do you do? How often do you do it?

Would you say you are thoughtful in your giving? Generous?
Sacrificial? Joyful? Why or why not?
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If you have not yet completed the Pledge Campaign pre-work,
then please consider going back and doing so. Also, be sure to
read the “for further study” pages that follow on generosity.
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Group

Discussion
Introduction:

Read this week’s passage two times through.
Pray: Ask God to illumine your heart and prepare your mind for
discussion.

Questions for Exploration:
What stands out to you / disrupts you / grabs your attention in
the Scripture? (Everyone who would like to, please share taking
less than 1 minute per person as this section is intended to be
brief.)

How is God’s Word connecting to your life / your work / your
neighbors in this moment? (Read this question and then read
the Scripture passage again for a third time. Take a moment to
ponder the passage. Then, take 1 minute each to share.)
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Questions for this week’s discussion:
Would you be willing to share one reflection from your Journal
Reflection?

The Big Idea: “Give to receive [the Father’s] reward.” Describe.

What do your group members find most challenging about
“secrecy” in giving?

Questions for Discernment:
What themes are arising for the group? How might the Holy
Spirit be raising something to your collective awareness?

Devote the rest of your time to this last question and prayer.
In light of this week’s passage and theme, what action or spiritual
practice is God calling you to that you can commit to individually
or collectively this week?

Pray through the passage as you close.
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For
Further
Study
How do I become generous? ............................................... 48
But why should I give to the local church? ......... 50

How do I become
generous
Here are my suggestions:
Start Early- Generosity does not begin when you are moving up
the ladder in your late 30s. It begins when you are in college
or when you take your first job at hardly minimum wage. This
practice will allow you to build a habit that will last a lifetime.
Being generous with your giving at an early age will also train
you to not live up to the very limits of what you have. To live
over your means is to get in “debt to debt.” To live within your
means is to be prudent. But to live well within your means is
to create space for generosity. And, it is easier to give when
you have less to give. If you were to take the tithe, the giving of
10% mentioned below, as an example: It is much easier to give
$10 of $100 than $100 of $1000 than $10,000 of $100,000 than
$100,000 of $1,000,000 because there is a lot more you can do,
buy, or be with $10,000 than with $10!
Start your Kids Early- As a parent of three teenagers, my most
consistent hope and prayer for each one is that they would
know the grace of God, would respond in gratitude, and would
lead generous lives. Each of my three daughters had three jars
ordered and labeled in this way: Give, Save, and Spend. The first
part of every dollar went into the “Give” jar. And this leads me to
my next piece of practical advice...
Give First- If you were hosting a celebrity or dignitary in your
own home for dinner, I would imagine that you would not rifle
through the fridge to find the leftovers stacked in the back-yesterday’s roast beef or last week’s cottage cheese. Instead,
you would give of your best and first fruits--you would plan the
menu weeks in advance, and shop at the “fancy” grocery store.
God wants your first and your best, not your last and leftover.
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Consider making your generous giving the first check you write
or first autopay draft after you receive your paycheck. Cultivate
the practice of over-giving rather than over-spending or oversaving.
Consider 10%- There are plenty of complex, biblical
interpretations that endeavor to erase the “first-fruits giving
of 10%,” called the tithe. These teachings view the tithe as “old
school”--under the law of the Old Testament rather than the
grace of the New. And yet, the plain and simple reading of most
texts (e.g. start with Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount) might suggest
that the giving of 10% is actually “the floor and not the ceiling”
(Tim Keller) of generosity, the “training wheels” (Randy Alcorn) of
generosity. Here is a suggestion: Make this a five to ten-year goal
for you and see what happens. You might even find yourself one
day stretching well beyond the tithe.
Start Somewhere- It might be a mistake on your part and unloving
on my part if I were to suggest that you must start with the tithe.
You might have a lot to sort out concerning your finances, so
don’t be paralyzed by what might feel like a large number, an
unattainable impossibility. Instead, start somewhere! Give 1%
this year, and try to give 2 or 3% the next.
Tell Stories- If you are a “seasoned veteran” in our church,
please tell us your stories of generosity! People in their 40s, 30s,
20s, and teens need to hear that God provided for you--that He
cared for you every step of the way. We need to be inspired by
stories of sacrificial and joyful generosity. Tell us all about it. We
want to listen! This storytelling is for the sake of discipling others
as aforementioned.
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But why should I give
to the local church
I readily acknowledge that the church can have a littered history
of financial malfeasance. As with any institution, the church can
be riddled with sin and evil that becomes greater than the sum of
its parts. And when the church fails, she should ask forgiveness.
Yet, when she is singing the way Jesus intended her to sing, the
church can do mighty things. In fact...
The Church is God’s ordinary means of doing extraordinary
things!
Jesus built the church and pledged that even hell itself would
not prevail against her (Matthew 16:18). Jesus loved the church
so much that he gave himself up for her (Ephesians 5:25). And,
the Apostle Paul was on a mission to change the world. Paul’s
world was more war-torn and impoverished than ours. There
were fewer educational opportunities for all, there was poor
sanitation in the cities, there was more injustice in the streets.
And what did Paul do to address these ills? He planted churches
all over the known world. Paul knew that the church was not
merely a limited “Social Service Provider” (SSP) as she is called in
our day, but instead, was a “Direct Service Provider,” a DSP that
offers baptism (re-creation), communion (restoration), teaching,
pastoring, counseling, the formation of children and students,
service and outreach both locally and globally, and the list goes
on and on.
Further, the church is both sustainable (a 2000 year
organizational history) and strategic (the premiere social
network!), making her a worthy investment. Malcolm Gladwell
once wrote that social networking online does not bring full
revolution because the ties are too weak; instead, activism must
involve “strong ties and real presence.” Look no further than the
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church: The church builds social, relational, emotional, financial,
and spiritual capital that grants strong and lasting impact
generation after generation.
And, just in case you are wondering, people that give to their
local church are far more generous to other causes (see Robert
Putnam’s American Grace). Yes, you read that correctly. Christians
that prioritize giving to their local church give more generously
to many other noble causes. Why? Because generosity begets
generosity. It’s contagious.
Ron Sider’s challenge in his book review of “Passing the Plate:
Why Americans don’t give away more Money,” is a fitting
conclusion:
“Imagine what Christians could accomplish if they would just
tithe. If just the ‘committed Christians’ (defined as those who
attend church at least a few times a month or profess to be
“strong” or “very strong” Christians) in America would tithe,
there would be an extra 46 billion dollars a year available for
kingdom work. To make that figure more concrete, the authors
suggest dozens of different things that $46 billion would fund
each year: for example, 150,000 new indigenous missionaries;
50,000 additional theological students in the developing world;
5 million more microloans to poor entrepreneurs; the food,
clothing and shelter for all 6,500,000 current refugees in Africa,
Asia, and the Middle East; all the money for a global campaign
to prevent and treat malaria; resources to sponsor 20 million
needy children worldwide. Their conclusion is surely right:
‘Reasonably generous financial giving of ordinary American
Christians would generate staggering amounts of money that
could literally change the world.’”
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